
A DRIVING FORCE FOR SAFETY TRAFFIC INJURY 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Definition

• Do you agree with the definition?
• Other impairments
• Performance measures
• Less complex
• Different versions for different 

targets
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Definition
•A diversion of attention from the driving 
task not related to impairment from 
alcohol, fatigue or medical conditions.

•Diversion occurs because the driver is:
– temporarily focusing on an object, task, event or 

person not related to the driving task
•Diversion reduces a driver’s situational 
awareness, decision-making and/or 
performance which increases the risk of 

– Collisions
– Near-collisions
– Necessary corrective action
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Definition

• Is it sensitive?
• Definition overlays on internal 

states 
• Within individual differences
• Age differences
• Distractors by age
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Risk
• Research questions
• Exposure data
• Protective elements
• Measure usage
• Causal models
• Burden



A DRIVING FORCE FOR SAFETY TRAFFIC INJURY 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Risk

• Motivation to change by age
• Knowledge and attitudes
• Pre-crash states
• “vehicle time”
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Data

• Uniformity of definitions
• Usefulness of police data
• Black box
• Collision investigation
• Observational studies
• Simulator/track/on road
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Data
• Common methods
• Common dependent measures
• Data sharing
• Accessibility
• Qualitative information – focus 

groups &/or in-vehicle audio
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